
Whether or not you agree that man’s contribution to climate change is significant, everyone understands the urgent need to clean up 
the planet and better utilise its resources.  The timing has never been better for clean and sustainable technologies to make a substantial 
contribution to this urgent need.  However, as with previous technology paradigms, the protection and commercialisation of these 
technologies presents new and unforeseen challenges.  Strong intellectual property (IP) (and especially patents) must account for the  
new and evolving technological, economic and legislative landscapes.

The Griffith Hack Clean & Sustainable Technologies Group is Australia’s pre-eminent provider of intellectual property services to organisations 
that develop technologies with a reduced environmental impact.  We have been immersed in these technologies for many years.   
We constantly monitor technological developments, review relevant economic and legislative developments, and align ourselves with  
key industry, academic and governmental players.  Why?  We believe that the IP we produce for our clients needs to reflect, anticipate and 
protect current and future trends, models and instruments, and also to capture the downstream benefits.  We call this clean and green IP.

Clean & Sustainable Technologies Group

We successfully work with companies ranging from start ups to large corporations and research organisations. Our clients are leading 
Australian organisations that are researching and developing clean and sustainable technologies such as CSIRO, the Universities of Sydney, 
Melbourne, NSW, WA and Wollongong, RMIT, University of Technology Sydney, GridX Power, CSR Edmonds, USSS, Arup Engineering, Ecoflex, 
Cool Energy, C02CRC Technologies, Ocean Nourishment & Sulu Sea Nourishment Corporations, Dolomatrix Ltd, Hunwick Consultants, 
Windworks Engineering, and Chromasun Inc.

We work with a range of projects that have a positive environmental effect and, in particular, for clients such as Solar Systems Pty Ltd 
(currently building a $420 million, 154 MW solar power station in north west Victoria), Solar Heat and Power (AUSRA - currently building 
the largest US solar thermal power plant (700 MW) having the world’s highest capacity), and Spark Solar (Australia’s first manufacturer of 
solar photovoltaic cells).

Our clients

The group comprises a specialised team of intellectual property attorneys and lawyers who are at the forefront of protecting, managing, 
enforcing and commercialising clients' innovations in these highly sophisticated fields.  Our professionals hold qualifications in fields such as 
chemistry, physics, biotechnology, engineering, electronics, and material science and are experienced in developing a range of IP strategies 
for organisations working in these technologies. We work across all areas of the clean and sustainable technological spectrum including the 
fields of energy abatement, carbon sequestration, alternative energy sources and water management/re-use and including the following 
specific technologies:

Our expertise

■  Efficient structures including buildings

■  Thermal solar power 

■  Wind power 

■  Semiconductor based photovoltaic cells

■  Organic photovoltaic cells

■  Carbon credits and trading

■  Biological, physical and chemical carbon capture and storage

■  Advanced electricity storage 

■  Hydroelectric and tidal power generation

■  Efficient power generation 

■  Carbon neutral and environmentally safe industrial processes

■  Biofuel production

■  Energy harvesting

■  Pyrolyses of organics

■  Recycling of organics and other materials

■  Thermal recycling

■  Water purification and treatment

■  Environmental impact monitoring 

■  Natural ventilation systems

■  Sustainable agriculture

■  Combined heat and power, trigeneration

■  Conductive polymer technologies
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Visit our new website at www.cleanip.com.au to learn more about our group and our services.   

The site also summarises key clean and sustainable technological developments, provides links to  

a range of related websites, houses relevant presentations and tracks relevant IP data.
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Interesting ‘Clean’ Facts
Entities that have, or are committed to, greenhouse gas emission trading schemes to date:

■  27 European countries ■  Japan

■   Australia ■  28 States and provinces of the US and Canada

■  New Zealand ■  US President Barack Obama

Eventual relationship of these schemes: linked, with trading of credits between them.

Coverage of proposed mandatory Australian Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (Australian ETS):

■  75% of all emissions, covering top 1000 polluting companies

2007 Australian emissions:

■  Around 580 Mt carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2E)

2050 target:

■  60% reduction below 2000 levels to around 220 Mt CO2E

Effects by 2100 in Australia of unmitigated climate change include:

■  92% decline in irrigated agricultural production in the Murray-Darling basin

■  Catastrophic destruction of Great Barrier Reef, severe degradation of Wet Tropics, Kakadu Wetlands, and alpine areas

■  Increase in heat-related deaths and increased spread of diseases such as Dengue fever

New investment in sustainable energy in 2007 – $148.4 billion, of which:

■  $2 billion – early-stage venture

■  $16.9 billion – R&D spend on clean energy and energy efficiency

■  $129.5 billion – clean power generation capacity


